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" After dark ? " Frank began again, more set
than ever upon his idea. " I am going to Rock
Castle now."
" And how do you expect in broad daylight to
escape the savages who are prowling round about
it ? " Fritz replied. " And if you do escape them,
how will you get into Rock Castle, if they are
there at the time f "
" I don't know, Fritz. But I shall find out
if our people are there, and when I have found out
I will come back 1"
" My  dear  Frank,"  Captain  Gould  said,  " I
quite understand ^our impatience,  and  I sym-
pathise with it.   But do give way to us in this
matter ;  it is only common prudence that makes--
us think as we do.   If the savages get you, the,
hunt will be up;  they will come to look for us,
and there won't be any more safety for us, either-
at Wood Grange or anywhere else."
At last they succeeded in making Frank listen
to reason. He had to bow to the authority of one
who.already perhaps was the head of the family.
So it was decided that they should-wait, and
that as soon as darkness permitted Frank aad
the boatswain should leave Falconhurst. It was
better that two should make this reconnaissance,
fraught with many dangers. They would glide
along the quickset hedge that bordered the avenue,
~ and both would try to get to Jackal River, If